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ABSTRACT
1. Rationale
The highlight of the Vietnamese nation is the community element - that is, the traditional strength, both national and local, born from the villages and communes. However, the very high self-governance of the villages is a big obstacle when the state wishes to intervene and manage the social life in the villages. In order to exercise its management down to the smallest grassroots level, the state should exploit the role of the village convention. The village conventions, if integrated and supplemented with new provisions, remain its value as a self-governing tool, containing non-contradictory provisions and supporting the law; perform the function of preserving and promoting the material and spiritual values ​​of the villages in modern times. This is both a support tool for state management, has a positive effect on administrative management, and at the same time promotes the self-governance and self-regulation of the population community. 

Therefore, choosing the topic of “The role of village conventions in state management in villages and hamlets in the Northern Delta region of Vietnam today” has urgent theoretical and practical significance.

2. Research purposes and tasks
2.1. Research purposes
- To clarify theoretical matters about the role of village conventions for state management in villages and hamlets in the Northern Delta region,

- To build a basis for assessing the current status of the role of village conventions in state management in villages and hamlets in the Northern Delta region,

- To recommend views and solutions to promote the role of village conventions in state management in villages and hamlets in the Northern Delta region today.

2.2. Research tasks
- To analyze the aspects showing the role of the village conventions on the basis of the scope of state management content in villages and hamlets in the Northern Delta region,

- To analyze factors affecting the role of village conventions in state management in villages and hamlets in the Northern Delta region, 

- To study the current status of the role of village conventions in state management in villages and hamlets in the Northern Delta region, pointing out both the existing shortcomings, as well as the causes leading to them.

- To recommend viewpoints and solutions to effectively promote the role of village conventions in state management in villages and hamlets in the Northern Delta region today.
3. Research subject and scope
3.1. Research subject 

The research subject of the thesis is the village conventions in the villages and hamlets in the Northern Delta region, the role of the village conventions in state management in villages and hamlets in Vietnam today.

3.2. Research scope
Spatial scope: The environment of a traditional Vietnamese village varies in North - Central - South regions. There are midland villages, plain and coastal villages, and even villages clustered on high ground in the middle of lowland areas, and villages in the South (often called hamlets). In which, in the southern countryside and some other places, according to many managers, it is not necessary to have a convention. A village convention exists only in the North and North Central regions. Therefore, the topic is restricted to studying the role of village conventions in the Northern Delta region where traditional villages were formed early, had a strong social structure, and at the same time, where village conventions were drafted most used in the past and at present. 

The main source of material for the thesis is the new village conventions drafted from 2000s up to now of villages and hamlets in the Northern Delta region. At the same time, the thesis uses a number of ancient feudal conventions to compare with today's conventions. The thesis also inherits the research outcomes on traditional Vietnamese villages, rural areas in the modern times, on state management, on village conventions and laws in relation to village conventions that have been published so far.

Scope of time: The thesis mainly studies the period from 2000 onwards.

4. Methodology and research methods
The thesis researches on the theoretical and methodological basis of Marxist-Leninist dialectical and historical materialism, Ho Chi Minh's thought, the views of the Communist Party of Vietnam on the strategy of new rural construction, on improving the law to ensure the process of promoting democracy at the grassroots, building government at the grassroots and village community in Vietnam today, especially the views on culture, state management and community self-governance, on the implementation of grassroots democracy, the relationship between law and village conventions, customs and practices.

+ Method of analysis and generalization: used to analyze and evaluate the aspects that show the role and value of the village conventions in state management activities in villages and hamlets in Vietnam today.

+ Comparative method: used to compare and evaluate the values ​​of laws and conventions and social normative values ​​that have great effects in social life in general and village life in particular.

+ Interdisciplinary research method: to study the nature, content, and role of village conventions in village life, the thesis uses a combination of many different sciences such as law, philosophy history and sociology.

+ Methods of statistics, description, collection and sociological survey: used to make statistics and evaluate the current status of the role of village conventions in village life in the Northern Delta region of Vietnam today.
5. New contributions of the thesis
- The thesis has systematically and scientifically researched the self-governance of villages and villages, the need for state management in villages and villages; develops a theory on the role, aspects showing the role of the village conventions in state management in villages and hamlets. 

- The thesis provides an insight into the reality and causes of the role of village conventions in state management in villages and hamlets. 

- The thesis recommends some solutions to promote the values ​​of the village conventions as well as overcome the shortcomings of the village conventions in state management in villages and hamlets in Vietnam today. 

The research outcomes of the thesis topic are an important addition to the theory and perception of state management in villages and villages, contributing to enriching the awareness of the role of village conventions in the reality of state management in villages and hamlets in the Northern Delta region of Vietnam. The thesis is an essential reference work for managers and employee doing research and teaching of legal science, graduate students, graduate students of law and students of law schools. 

6. Scientific and practical significance
6.1. Scientific significance
The research outcomes of the thesis contribute to supplementing, improving and deepening theoretical issues about the role of village conventions in state management in villages and hamlets in the Northern Delta region of Vietnam, thereby, contributing to the development and improvement of theoretical knowledge about jurisprudence in general and about state management in villages, about the role of village conventions in village life in particular.

6.2. Practical significance
- The thesis is a useful reference for researchers and teachers of legal science, as well as practical activists,

- The solutions recommended by the thesis contribute to improving the policy on exploiting the role of village conventions in village management in the Northern Delta region of Vietnam in the current conditions,

- The solutions recommended by the thesis are of reference value for the competent authorities in the process of organizing the implementation of the law on the issue of constructing and implementing village conventions,

- The research outcomes are references to help local authorities and self-governance apparatus in villages and hamlets in the Northern Delta have more orientations in social management in their locality, to help villages and hamlets to have solutions to combine law and village conventions in building new countryside, implement the Ordinance on Democracy at the grassroots.

7. Structure of the thesis
In addition to the introduction, conclusion and list of references, the thesis consists of 4 chapters: 

Chapter 1: Literature review. 

Chapter 2: Theoretical basis for the role of village conventions in state management in villages and hamlets in the Northern Delta region of Vietnam. 

Chapter 3: The current status of the role of village conventions in state management in villages and hamlets in the Northern Delta region of Vietnam today.

Chapter 4: Viewpoints and solutions to promote the role of village conventions in state management in villages and hamlets in the Northern Delta region of Vietnam today.
Chapter 1
LITERATURE REVIEW
1.1. Literature review 

1.1.1. Group of research works on state management in villages and hamlets 

a) Research works on villages and villages
Overview of villages and villages, with research topics of historians and ethnographers: Institute of History (1977-1978), Rural Vietnam in history, (volume 1-2), Science Publishing House society, Hanoi; Tran Tu (1984), Organizational structure of traditional Vietnamese villages in the North, Social Science Publishing House, Hanoi; Faculty of History, University of Social Sciences and Humanities (2006), Vietnamese Village, Pluralism and Unity, Hanoi National University Publishing House. 
Foreign works: Philippe Pain and Oliver Tessire (editors) (2002), Le village en questions, Social Labor Publishing House, Hanoi. John Kleinen (1999), Facing the future, reviving the past, Institute of Southeast Asian Studies.
b) Research works on state management of villages and hamlets
Phan Dai Doan, Nguyen Quang Ngoc (Editor) (1994), Experience in organizing and managing Vietnamese rural areas in history, National Political Publishing House. Hoang Chi Bao (Editor) (2005), The current political system in rural areas in our country, Political Theory Publishing House. 

Research on the experience of organizing rural management in other countries in the region and in the world: Phan Dai Doan, Nguyen Tri Dinh, editors (1995), Exploring experience in organizing rural management in a rural area. East Asia and East - South Asia region, National Political Publishing House; Do Tien Sam (Editor) (2005), The implementation of grassroots democracy in rural China, Social Science Publishing House; Bui Bich Van (2006) “Regulations in the management of Japanese villages in modern times”, Northeast Asian Research Journal, No. 10(70).

Foreign work on the relationship between the state and the village: Branty Womack (Spring 1992), Reform in Vietnam: Backwards Toward the Future, Government and Opposition, 27; Carlyle Thayer (1992), Political Renovation in Vietnam: Doi Moi and the Emergence of Civil Society, 111-12. Gareth Poter (1993), Vietnam: Politics of Bureaucratic Socialism, Ithaca: Cornell University Press.
1.1.2. Group of research works on the role of village conventions in the self-governance of villages and hamlets in the Northern Delta region of Vietnam
* Research works on self-governance of villages and hamlets
Bui Xuan Duc (2007), "Local self-governance: perception and application in our country today", Journal of the State and Law, No. 1; Le Ngoc Binh (1998), Trends of increasing self-governing role of village communities in the Red River Delta in Doi Moi, master's thesis; Vuong Vu (2004), Research on self-governance of Chinese villagers, Peking University Publishing House. 

Foreign research works: Pierre Gourou (1955), The Peasants of the Tokin delta: New Haven, Human Realation area Files; Rolando A.Suarez (2001), Administrative Law, Rex Bookstore, pp. 251 - 263; David J. Mccarthly (2003), Local governmental law, West, pp.20-23. 

* Research works on village conventions
Vu Duy Men (2010), Conventions of Ancient Villages in the Northern Delta, National Political Publishing House, Hanoi; Vu Duy Men (Editor) (2001), Villages conventions in the North of Vietnam and the Japanese KanTo Village Law (17th-XIX centuries), Institute of History, Hanoi; Do Thi Ha Tho (2009), "The custom of seniority priority in the North Korean village conventions of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries", Northeast Asian Studies Journal, No. 3 (97), pp. 69-74; Vu Duy Men (2010), "The similarities and differences in the written form of the Vietnamese and Korean village conventions in the medieval and early modern period", Journal of Historical Research, No. 5, p. 19-27.

* Research works on the role of village conventions in village self-governance
Bui Xuan Dinh (2014), "Village conventions in the management of rural society today", Journal of Social Sciences, No. 9(193); Le Thi My Hien (2010), "Village conventions and regulations in the management of society and the implementation of democracy in residential areas", Journal of Democracy and Law, No. 6. 

1.1.3. Research works on the role of village conventions in state management activities in villages and hamlets in the Northern Delta of Vietnam
Bui Xuan Dinh (1998), Village convention and village management, Social Science Publishing House; Nguyen Huu Tinh (2003), New village conventions - a means of contributing to social management in rural Vietnam today (from the practice of Bac Ninh province), doctoral thesis; Dang Thi Mai Huong (2004), Village conventions and the role of incense in the conditions of building the current Vietnamese rule of law, Master's thesis.
1.2. Achievements
The research works achieved the following outcomes: (1) explain the birth of the concept of "commune", "hamlet", "village; distinguish the position of "commune", "village", "hamlet" in political institutions in rural areas. (2) Clearly define the relationship between the state and the village in a harmonious situation, combining the self-governance of the village with the policies and management of the state. (3) Analyze the advantages and disadvantages of the current village conventions. (4) Clarify the relationship between the village convention, the law, and other norms, evaluating the role of the village convention in implementing and promoting democracy in rural areas today. (5) Through the study of rural management experience in countries with a traditional agricultural economy similar to Vietnam, experiences have been drawn for Vietnam in improving state management in the period of new countryside construction.
1.3. Some issues needing further research
Explain the concept of “the role of village conventions in state management in villages and hamlets”; Point out the aspects that show the role of village conventions in state management in villages and hamlets; Analyze factors affecting the role of village conventions in state management in villages and hamlets. On that basis, it is necessary to evaluate the current status and explain the causes of the current status of the role of village conventions in state management in villages and hamlets in the Northern Delta region of Vietnam today. Thereby, recommend solutions to promote the role of village conventions in state management in villages and hamlets in the Northern Delta region today. 

1.4. Research question and research hypothesis
1. How should the current state management of villages and hamlets be considered?
Research hypothesis: The state needs to acknowledge the self-governance of villages and hamlets, considering villages and hamlets as the target that state management aims at but also as a means of support for more complete state management.

2. With what contents does the State perform its management in villages and hamlets?
Research hypothesis: There are levels in state management of villages and hamlets: (1) Matters that are purely the work of the state, villages and hamlets must not be interfered with; (2) The self-governance of the villages, hamlets that the state do not need (not yet) to intervene; (3) Matters that have both state management and village self-governance. 

3. What are the specific aspects that show the role of village conventions in state management activities in villages and hamlets?
Research hypothesis: the role of the village conventions will be shown in the following aspects: A village convention is a bridge to harmonize the relationship between state management and self-governance of villages and hamlets. A village convention is a tool to ensure the implementation of democracy in villages. A village convention helps the state implement management in villages more fully and comprehensively. A village convention helps to concretize and soften the content of the law into village life. Thereby, a village convention helps the state streamline the management apparatus, save budget expenditures for management in villages and hamlets.

Chapter 2
THEORETICAL BASIS ON THE ROLE OF VILLAGE CONVENTIONS ON STATE MANAGEMENT IN THE VILLAGES AND HAMLETS in Northern Delta region of Vietnam
2.1. Village conventions in the village and hamlet life in the Northern Delta region of Vietnam
2.1.1. Villages, hamlets and self-governance of villages and hamlets in the Northern Delta region of Vietnam
2.1.1.1. The concept of villages and hamlets in the Northern Delta of Vietnam
A “village” refers to the natural form of residence of people; “Commune” is a concept that refers to a territorial administrative unit, a level of state government; “Village” is a concept used in administrative management, it can be seen as an “administrative-territorial unit” below the commune level. Under the new regime, most villages have the same spatial extent as villages, so the expression "village, village" appears and is used, even in administrative documents. 

Villages in the Northern Delta region have specific characteristics compared to "villages" in the Southern Delta. Vietnamese villages in the Northern Delta region have the following characteristics: (1) a village is a socio-economic unit based on the association of families; (2) each village is a local and individual social unit. (3) Within a village, self-governance always goes parallel with state management. (4) Outstanding features of village culture are community and empathy. 

2.1.1.2. Self-governance of villages and hamlets in the Northern Delta region of Vietnam
Village self-governance is understood as: the real right and power of the village to decide and manage a large part of social affairs, within the framework of the law and to be responsible for serving the interests of the village population. The independence of villages and hamlets from state management in specific aspects: Economy: the main source of income of villages and hamlets from voluntary contributions of the people, donations and sponsorships of individuals and organizations - under the full decision of the villagers. Administration: the village head is like an extension of the grassroots government but from the perspective of village self-governance, the village head is elected by the villagers, living and working in the village community. Culture: the state has directly organized and managed social and cultural life, but there are still works that villagers have to organize and manage themselves such as: religious ceremonies, funerals and wedding ceremonies.

Regarding the form of self-governance: through self-governing institutions including families, groups, self-governing models established by villagers. 

Village and hamlet self-governance requires an institutional system as the basis for the behavior of individuals, the institutions in the village, for the management and administration of the village's general affairs. In which, the most important is the village convention - the legal document of each village, a "code" of the village.

2.1.2. Village conventions and the development process of village conventions in village life in the Northern Delta region of Vietnam
The development process of village conventions is divided into three stages: Ancient village conventions; main reformed village conventions (1921-1945); New village conventions (2000 - present). In essence, the provisions in village conventions have the appearance of legal regulations, but come from the agreement of the villagers set out to adjust the new relationships arising in community life, in accordance with the actual situation of the villages. 

2.2. State management in villages and hamlets and the role of village conventions in state management in villages and hamlets in the Northern Delta region of Vietnam
2.2.1. Concepts, subjects, contents and forms of state management in villages and hamlets in the Northern Delta region of Vietnam
2.2.1.1. The concept of state management in villages and hamlets in the Northern Delta region of Vietnam
The thesis approaches the concept in the narrow sense of "state management in villages and hamlets", which is "activities of state administrative agencies, to regulate the relationships between individuals, organizations and social components in the villages, ensuring the observance of the laws of the State, in order to maintain the stability and development of the villages and hamlets in the stability and development of the whole society”. It is necessary to distinguish the concepts of "state management in villages", "state management in rural areas" and "state management in residential quarters". In terms of level and scale, state management in villages and hamlets is the management at the smallest grassroots level in state management activities in rural areas. Having same level and scale as "state management in villages", the state management of residential quarters is not affected or influenced heavily by the self-governance factor and the specific characteristics of each area such as villages and hamlets. 
2.2.1.2. Subject of state management in villages and hamlets in the Northern Delta region of Vietnam
The subject of state management over villages and hamlets is the government apparatus from the central to local levels. The National Assembly is the body that creates institutions for management; The government is the body that implements institutions; The court is the body that handles violations in the institutional enforcement process; Local governments at all levels, especially commune-level authorities, have the duty to concretize the regulations of their superiors and incorporate them into village life. In order to well manage the activities of the village, the state also needs the role of the village head, political organization, and other organizations in the village.

2.2.1.3. Content and form of state management in villages and hamlets in the Northern Delta region of Vietnam
With the concept of "big society, small state", the state needs to clearly define what it can't do  and shouldn't do in order to transfer to society what it needs to do, can do, even does better, does more efficient than the state. Thereby, state management in villages and hamlets in the Northern Delta region of Vietnam needs to be clearly defined: (i) The works directly managed by the state: population management, army recruitment, tax collection, membership establishment of security forces, militia and self-defense forces (ii) Works that combine state management with village self-governance: reconciliation, environmental protection, construction of village roads and alleys; (iii) State-managed affairs through the village's self-governing institutions: weddings, funeral ceremonies and festivals.

2.2.1.4. Law - a tool for state management in villages and hamlets in the Northern Delta region of Vietnam
To manage society in general and manage villages and hamlets in particular, the state uses many tools and measures, but the law is the most important and effective tool that cannot be replaced. The law is capable of implementing the guidelines and policies of the state in the fastest, most synchronous and effective manner on the largest scale. Thanks to the law, the state has the basis to manage and control the activities of organizations, agencies, state officials and all citizens at even the smallest grassroots level in the government system. However, the law is not a universal key that can regulate all social relationships, especially within the scope of villages. The law is only most effective in village management when it is used in combination with other tools on the basis of promoting traditional national moral values ​​as well as the village's cultural characteristics - typically: village conventions.
2.2.2. The concept of the role of village conventions in state management in villages and hamlets in the Northern Delta region of Vietnam
It is necessary to distinguish "role" from "function", "duty" and "responsibility". The role of village conventions is determined based on the position of the conventions, considered in many aspects, relationships and layers. The role of village conventions in state management in villages and villages is its utility and effect, so that state management in villages and villages becomes more convenient, achieves better results, is demonstrated through the position and function of the village conventions, in their relationship with the overall state management in villages and hamlets in general, and each element of state management in villages and hamlets in particular.

2.2.3. Aspects showing the role of village conventions in state management in villages and hamlets in the Northern Delta region of Vietnam
2.2.3.1. Village conventions help the state harmonize the relationship between the state and the village 

Through the village conventions, the villages still promote their strengths in terms of economy, culture, and individuality of the villages to manage certain tasks by itself without being too dependent on the state government. Since then, villagers have more trust and cooperation with the state, creating stability and strong development for the village. On the other hand, through the recognition of the village conventions, the state can directs the villages and hamlets to follow the state's trajectory, using the village conventions to support the state management. Perfume helps to harmoniously handle the individual - village - country relationship, preventing conflicts if any between the villages and hamlets and the state.

2.2.3.2. Village conventions ensure democracy at the grassroots and create a democratic environment in state management in villages and hamlets 

The fact that people exercise their ownership rights in villages and hamlets through village conventions, reflected in the following aspects: through village conventions, (1) the villagers build and ensure consensus in decisions on important issues of village life. (2) Villagers have more open discussion channels. (3) In some areas of management, the village convention is a basis for evaluating the results of movements such as: recognition of cultural families, recognition of cultural villages and hamlets; villages and hamlets meeting the standards of legal access. 

2.2.3.3. Village conventions help the state fully and comprehensively implement state management in villages and hamlets 

If the law is general, the village convention is specific and detailed. If the law is an influence from the outside in, from the top down, guaranteed to be implemented by sanctions prescribed by the state; then the village convention is the product of ownership within the community, self-governing, promoting internal resources at the grassroots, guaranteed to be implemented by regulations on rewards and punishments agreed upon by villagers. The village convention is an intermediary institution to partially fill in the gaps of the law in non-basic social relations that the law should not or could not cover. Thus, in practice as well as in theory, the village convention always complements the law in a very comprehensive and reasonable manner.

2.2.3.4. Village conventions concretize the law, "soften" the law, and make it easier for the law to come into life
Law is the official voice of public authorities, using formal language, academic and scholar style, different from folk and ordinary language. In this matter, the village conventions play the role of transforming the general provisions of the law into specific village and hamlet regulations, simplifying the provisions of the law into regulations close to the thinking and lifestyle of the people, making the laws of the state easy to understand and apply, reflecting the organizational and development needs of each specific village or hamlet.

2.2.3.5. Village conventions contribute to streamlining the state management apparatus in villages and hamlets
Villages and hamlets with their own self-governing institutions, with the cooperation of all individuals and organizations in the village, solve their own internal affairs on the basis of the provisions of the village convention and with the promotion of village affection and neighborliness, the state no longer has to directly carry out all works related to village and hamlet community life. Accordingly, the villager’s works will be done by them, the government only plays the role of a guide, supporter and supervisor under the motto of "people everywhere, all the time, the state from time to time, where it is needed”. Thereby, state works will be reduced, leading to a significant reduction of the state apparatus. 

2.2.3.6. Village conventions contribute to saving budget in state management in villages and hamlets
Village conventions help the state save budget in law dissemination and education, nurturing and maintaining the state management apparatus in ensuring security and order, protecting the environment, and utility construction, preserving culture - which is the strength of the village conventions.

2.3. Factors affecting the role of village conventions in state management in villages and hamlets in the Northern Delta region of Vietnam 

Traditional historical factor: From the villager's point of view, the existence of the village convention has become a traditional tool in people's behavior. Habits and thinking of using village conventions of people in villages from many generations will have a great influence on the actual implementation and exploitation of the role of village conventions in villages and hamlets today. 

The perception of the position and role of the village conventions in state management in villages and villages in the Northern Delta of Vietnam: The correct perception of the position and role of the village conventions in village life must be achieved by all subjects related to the formulation and implementation of village conventions: the state government, professional officials in the locality responsible for the formulation of village conventions; perception of people in villages and villages in formulating and implementing village conventions.

Regulations of the law on the formulation and implementation of village conventions: The village convention is essentially a spiritual program expressing the unifying will of the people in the village, with the self-governing spirit of the community, it will play the best role by adding boundaries that cannot or should not be governed by law. Therefore, how clearly the state defines this boundary when formulating law will greatly affect the role of the con village conventions.

Organizational factors of the formulation and implementation of village conventions: The requirement for the state's management of village conventions is how the state can influence the process of formulating and implementing village conventions. More importantly, how to influence to promote the advantages of the village conventions and minimize their disadvantages. After its promulgation, whether a village convention can fully promote its roles or not depends heavily on dissemination, propaganda and monitoring of the implementation.

The quality of the village conventions: Village conventions must be diverse, related to all specific issues, necessary for the socio-cultural development of the village itself, bear the breath of life and be practical to the people.

The role of organizations and unions in the community. With village conventions, the organization and implementation are less affected by the state agencies but influenced by customary rules and cultural traditions. Therefore, in order for village conventions to be implemented thoroughly and seriously, the role of organizations and unions in the community cannot be ignored. 

Chapter 3
THE CURRENT STATUS OF THE ROLE OF VILLAGE CONVENTIONS IN STATE MANAGEMENT IN THE VILLAGES AND HAMLETS IN Northern Delta REGION of Vietnam today
3.1. Overview of the current status of village conventions in villages and hamlets in the Northern Delta region of Vietnam today
3.1.1. The current status of formulating village conventions in villages and hamlets in the Northern Delta region of Vietnam
a) Number of village conventions promulgated: Statistics show that village conventions have spread and been formulated synchronously in the Northern Delta provinces.

b) Order and procedures for drafting and amending village conventions: According to report No. 108/BC-BTP, 100% of village conventions in the provinces of the Northern Delta region are decided by district-level People's Committees for recognition. ; the authority to sign documents recognizing shall comply with the working regulations of the district-level People's Committee and strictly following the order of administrative procedures, ensuring that it is formulated on the basis of agreement and consensus of the community.

c) State management in the formulation and implementation of village conventions: Inspection of the formulation and implementation of village conventions is often integrated by localities in law dissemination and education. The localities also focused on organizing training sessions for grassroots staff with the close coordination of many agencies, organizations and unions.
d) Subjects participating in drafting village conventions: In addition to the drafting committee, the proportion of people participating in the meeting to discuss village conventions is quite large, including mainly middle-aged and elderly representing households. This group has the advantage of rich life experience and understanding of local customs and practices. 

3.1.2. The current status of content of village conventions in villages and hamlets in the Northern Delta region of Vietnam today
According to Report No. 108/BC-BTP, most of the new conventions have closely followed the real life and situation of each locality in order to adjust the self-governing social relationships of the community. There are conventions supplementing the law when it cannot govern or cover, in the spirit of self-governance of the community.

There are, however, many conventions with sketchy content, stereotyped from the provisions of the law and model conventions that ignore the characteristics and conditions of the locality. Some conventions set forth regulations that exceed the scope of regulating social relations of villages and hamlets. In some villages and hamlets, although there are village conventions, there are practical problems on a daily basis, people still implement them very effectively through the self-governance mechanism of villages, but they are not included in the village conventions. . On the contrary, there are communities that agree with each other on illegal contents, which are not included in the conventions, but people still agree to comply with high standards.

3.2. The current status of aspects showing the role of village conventions in state management in villages and hamlets in the Northern Delta region of Vietnam today
3.2.1. The current status of village conventions in helping the state harmonize the relationship between the state and the villages and hamlets in the Northern Delta region of Vietnam today
At present, in villages and hamlets there is basically not a situation where groups and factions formed in conflict with the government, but there is still a potential risk of pushing villages and hamlets to oppose the state from land disputes. The use of village conventions has been applied by many grassroots mediators in the process of conciliating land disputes, helping the relationship between the state and villages become more harmonious. However, in some places, the villagers could not build an agreement on the common problems of the village, so a group of people in the village took advantage of the land dispute to oppose the government, leading to an unfortunate incident that caused a shock to whole society, such as the case in Hoanh village, Dong Tam commune, My Duc district, Hanoi city in 2020. If Hoanh village has a convention, formulated according to the procedures to express the collective will of the people, maybe the village's general affairs were handled better, prevented conflict with the government.

3.2.2. The current status of village conventions in ensuring democracy at the grassroots level in state management in villages and hamlets in the Northern Delta region of Vietnam today
Firstly, through village conventions, villagers can decide on important local issues. By 2021, in the provinces of Bac Ninh, Nam Dinh, Ninh Binh and Bac Giang, 100% of villages and hamlets have formulated and supplemented village conventions with practical and public content under the motto of "people know, people discuss, people do, people supervise, people benefit" promoted in all areas of life.

Secondly, people have more open channels to discuss and monitor the implementation of the Party and State's guidelines and policies through public, transparent and democratic meetings as stipulated in conventions. Therefore, it will be difficult for acts that are against the process, contrary to the will of the village to pass the supervision of the people, such as the case of the head of Gieng village, Kham Lang commune, Luc Nam district, Bac Giang province acting dishonestly when making a list of poor households in 2020 or the procedure where the procedure for the People's Committee of Kham Lang commune to issue a decision to elect the head of Ha village for the 2020-2022 term had many illegal issues that were discovered by the people.

Thirdly, the content of "all people unite to build a cultural life in residential areas" is often integrated into the provisions of the village conventions and achieves good results in practice. With the spirit of contributing internal resources of the people when implementing village conventions, the provinces have achieved high achievements in the movement of building cultural families and cultural villages. 

3.2.3. The current status of village conventions in helping to fully and comprehensively implement state management in villages and hamlets in the Northern Delta region of Vietnam today 
a) Village conventions support the implementation of the law on population and family planning. Most of today's conventions stipulate that giving birth to a third child or more is a violation of the convention, sanctioned with measures such as criticism on loudspeakers, reminders, criticism in front of the people, and ensures population policies are understood and implemented properly.

b) Village conventions contribute to the well implementation of the law on gender equality, control of gender imbalance in villages and hamlets. Since 2014, the content of gender equality and domestic violence has been included in the village conventions of Que Vo district, Bac Ninh province in 3 communes: Hong Quang, Chi Lang Bac and Thanh Tung and from 2014-2016, all 3 the commune has no domestic violence cases; The sex ratio at birth in Hong Quang commune decreased from 139 boys/100 girls (2014) to 115 boys/100 girls (2016).

 c) Village conventions support the implementation of the Law on Prevention and Control of tobacco harms in villages and hamlets. Most provinces have included the content of banning smoking at weddings and funerals into the regulations of their village conventions, such as Bac Ninh, Ninh Binh, Hung Yen, Hai Duong, and Thai Binh. In particular, Ha Nam province implemented very drastically and achieved many remarkable results in asking people not to smoke in weddings and funerals.

d) Village conventions help the state manage and protect the environment. Some localities have included the content of collecting fees for sanitation and environmental protection in their village conventions, which is the criterion for evaluating cultural villages, communes and families, such as Bac Giang, Ha Nam. The high fee collection rate helps the commune to have funds to effectively organize the treatment of domestic waste and prevent environmental pollution.
e) Village conventions help the state manage the product quality of craft villages. When the issue of protecting the quality of craft village products is included in village conventions, together with the self-monitoring of the people, it will change from people's awareness to actions, increase the ability to maintain traditional quality against the temptations of the market. Village conventions in Voc village, Vu Ban commune, Binh Luc district, Ha Nam province protects the quality of Voc village's wine, and village conventions at Vinh Loc village, Phung Xa commune, Thach That district (Hanoi) ensure the village's traditional blacksmith craft.

g) Village conventions help the state manage cultural festival issues. Thanks to the specific regulations on festival customs and culture recorded in the village conventions, the people of the village through generations have a sense of strict protection and thoughtful preservation of traditional rituals and identities of each village such as the village conventions in Ninh Binh and Bac Ninh.

3.2.4. The current status of the role of the village conventions in softening the law
The village conventions have included the content of practicing a civilized lifestyle to conform to the customs and actual situation of their local life, forming a healthy cultural, thrifty and playful environment, suitable to the circumstances and economic conditions of each family. For example: the conventions of some villages in Hanoi, Vinh Phuc, Nam Dinh, and Bac Ninh. 

3.2.5. The current status of village conventions in streamlining the state apparatus
Firstly, the self-governance of villages and hamlets is strengthened in village conventions to help the state ensure local security and order issues in daily life. Secondly, the self-governance of villages and hamlets is strengthened in village conventions, helping the state to ensure local security and order in the context of the complicated epidemic situation of the whole society. Thirdly, through the village conventions, the villagers themselves agree on measures to protect the village's security against violations of the law.

3.2.6. The current status of village conventions in saving the state budget
Firstly, village conventions are used as a basis for reconciliation at the grassroots level, contributing to saving the state budget in law dissemination and propagation and nurturing the management apparatus. Secondly, village conventions will maximize the internal resources of the people, helping to save the state budget expenditure on management of the village.

3.3. Causes of the current status of the role of village conventions in state management in villages and hamlets in the Northern Delta region of Vietnam today
- It is due to the correct policy of the State on building new countryside and the close implementation and direction of the local management agencies in the implementation of the development of the new village conventions.

- The participation of people in the drafting process of village conventions directly determines the role of the village conventions in village life
- The content of village conventions are closely related to and comes from the interests of farmers in the village.
- Expression of village conventions: Use a style that is easy to understand, concise, easy to remember, easy to implement and incomprehensible to the farmer.

- Many localities have regularly conducted propaganda and education for the people.

In addition to advantages of village conventions, there are still village conventions with stereotyped content, which fails to show the characteristics of the village and are not really close to the people's lives, because: 
- The perception of many officers and people has identified the drafting of village conventions with the re-establishment of traditional villages.

- There are people who drafted village conventions who did not understand the law well, did not have a firm grasp of the law, and had a low education level.

- Regulations of the Government and relevant ministries on the drafting of village conventions are still unclear and not specific, leading to misunderstanding or misuse.
- The drafting committee of many village conventions failed to guarantee democracy and villagers discussed but failed to find out what was wrong.
- The quality of the village conventions itself is low, failing to convince people.


Chapter 4
VIEWPOINTS AND SOLUTIONS TO PROMOTE THE ROLE OF VILLAGE CONVENTIONS IN STATE MANAGEMENT IN VILLAGES AND HAMLETS IN THE NORTHERN Delta REGION OF VIETNAM TODAY
4.1. Viewpoints on promoting the role of village conventions in state management in villages and hamlets in the Northern Delta region of Vietnam today 

Firstly, recognize the role of village conventions, appreciating village and hamlet self-governance in state management in villages and hamlets. It is the theory of "co-management" model that many countries around the world are applying today.

Secondly, promote the role of village conventions in state management in villages and hamlets based on respecting the Constitution and laws, making the village community understand, respect the law, and enforce the law thoroughly.

Thirdly, promote the role of village conventions in state management in villages and hamlets in order to inherit unique cultural values ​​of the locality and promote socio-economic development of the locality.

Fourth, ensure the leadership of the Party in the formulation and implementation of village conventions.

4.2. Solutions to promote the role of village conventions in state management in villages and hamlets in the Northern Delta region of Vietnam today
4.2.1. Improving the law on state management in villages and hamlets
- Legal reform should create a good legal environment to revive the traditional values ​ in village conventions, while resolutely eliminating disadvantages.

- The law needs to stipulate the recognition of the right to self-governance of villages and hamlets.

- The law needs to be reformed to create fundamental changes in the organizational structure of institutions and administrative relations at grassroots units.

- The law needs to have provisions to clarify the relationship between the village conventions and the democratic ordinance in communes, wards and townships.

- The law needs to have open regulations on cultural village standards.

- The law needs to give regulations that highlight the responsibility of state agencies in the appraisal and approval of village conventions.

- The State should consider and supplement funding for scientific research activities on the formulation and implementation of village conventions. 
4.2.2. Enhancing the role of subjects in formulating and implementing village conventions
a) Enhancing the roles and responsibilities of the commune level 

- Raise awareness and responsibility of the whole political system, especially the Party committees at all levels, about the role of commune-level officers and civil servants and the importance of improving the quality of commune-level officers and civil servants.

- Raise standards of professional qualifications and political theory for commune-level officers and civil servants.

- Focus on training and fostering capacity and qualifications of commune-level cadres and civil servants.

- Effectively perform the inspection, evaluation, reward and discipline of commune-level cadres and civil servants in directing and guiding the formulation of village conventions.

b) Improving the role of people 

Improve the institutional environment in the direction of: Promoting the exemplary role of officers; Promote grassroots democracy; Creating conditions for rural people to access the law; Strengthening the local monitoring and social criticism mechanism; Improving the subject capacity of rural people through solutions mainly in order to: (1) Overcome the psychological obstacles of smallholder farmers, promote the sense of self-control; create an environment for people to practice democratic analysis and discussion; (2) Strengthen political and ideological education, raise the level of enlightenment, cultural, social and political awareness; (3) Promote forms of self-management; (4) Promote capacity of rural women; (5) Promote the role of the Farmers' Union; (6) Build and improve the quality of operation of farmer support funds; (7) Promote the role of voluntary organizations and unions; (8) Strengthen communication; (9) Improve people's living conditions.

c) Enhancing the role of cell, village front, socio-political organizations in villages and hamlets 

For the village cell: improve the quality of the cell's activities. Before each activity period, the Party Committee prepares the content carefully, concisely and clearly; grasps the ideological situation of officers, party members and people; and promptly detect, manage and solve specific and practical problems, especially outstanding problems in residential areas.

For the Fatherland Front and mass organizations, socio-political organizations: Closely coordinate with the direction of the Government and local authorities at all levels to formulate and implement village conventions as a truly extensive and effective emulation movement from the central to the localities, prepare a plan to thoroughly grasp and deploy vertically down to the grassroots in the whole country.

4.2.3. Improving the quality of village conventions 

a) Steps to be taken before drafting the content of village conventions
Villages and hamlets need to take "pre-drafting" steps: It is necessary to clearly define the need to formulate village conventions. Disseminate and propagandize to people to understand and agree on the nature and role of the village conventions, and the provisions of the law on village conventions, before drafting; learn from experience of ancient village conventions and village conventions of neighboring villages.

b) Principles in drafting village conventions
In the process of drafting a village convention, it is necessary to harmoniously combine the principle of democratic self-governance and the guiding principle from the state government.

c) The basic characteristics of the village convention that need attention in the drafting process: specificity, community, sanction, and culture of the village conventions.

d) Faults to avoid in village convention formulation process 
Absoluteization of village conventions. Deploy the formulation of the village conventions in a formal way. Administratization of the formulation of the village conventions. Ignore, fail to give guidance, support. Fail to update content according to reality.

e) Selecting content to include in the village conventions 
The content of the village conventions must be different from the socio-economic goals of the locality. They should not be too detailed, but they should not be generalized either. The content of the village conventions must be clearly distinguished from the law and should be placed in a compatible relationship with other social norms that are not laws.
g) Collecting opinions, discussing and unifying the contents of the village conventions from the people and state agencies, it is necessary to grasp it in the spirit of not being able to implement it hastily.

h) Improving the rule-making technique: Sentences should be short, concise, with rhyme, straight to the point, with both legal style and the style of a teaching lesson. The new village convention will be easily accepted by the people like a village tradition to voluntarily follow.

i) Using the model of formulating pilot village conventions: If this plan is implemented, the order of formulating, amending and supplementing village conventions will be strictly implemented by the local authorities, and people will be more active and positive in the process.

4.2.4. Implementing village conventions
a) Promote the role of the government, socio-political organizations in organizing the implementation of village conventions: it is necessary to expand and promote the activities of organizations and unions in the community's life. The propaganda, dissemination and implementation of village conventions need to be made more realistic.

b) Strengthen inspection and supervision of the implementation of village conventions: Regularly organize the review, preliminary review and assessment of the formulation and implementation of the village conventions to promptly advise, direct, and rectify.

c) Create public opinion to criticize those who violate village conventions, uphold the spirit of following the exemplary model.

d) Effectively perform the work of supervision and social criticism right from the self-consciousness and initiative of the people. Ensure the spirit of solidarity in the implementation of village conventions.
CONCLUSION
The grassroots self-governance is not new to the world. Any country in the world wishing to build a model of local government organization, must pay attention to grassroots self-governance as this is one of the basic principles and the foundation of local government organization. Today, local self-governance is not only a problem in one country, but has become a global issue. Vietnam is reforming the organization and operation of local governments at all levels, building new rural areas in general and rural areas in the Northern Delta region in particular, with the goal of building clean grassroots government, sustainable new countryside development and promote the people's real mastery. To achieve that goal, it is first necessary to renew perception of the position of villages in the political system and properly appreciate the role of the village conventions - an institution of self-governance of villages in the process of state management in villages and hamlets in the Northern Delta region of Vietnam. 

Villages and hamlets, though on a micro scale, have a macro significance when they have to take care of welfare, security, solidarity, consensus and harmony every day and every hour for thousands of people in the grassroots community. Therefore, the stability of the village is extremely important in the management of society in the locality. Usually, the instability of the institution starts from the place where the people's hearts are restless, and the eternal rule of management is that if you win people’s trust, you will have everything, if you lose it, you will lose everything. The consensus is best proved by that of the local people, the people in the village, hamlets, all management activities of all levels should be implemented effectively from the lowest level. The need for the state to manage village life is not new in Vietnamese history. Although the position of the village in the rural management of the State has changed according to the ups and downs of history, in general, the village is still an extremely important link that the state needs to manage in order to achieve effective rural management in the Northern Delta region. However, how the state embraces villages is also different in each historical period. In the period of national management under the centralized, bureaucratic, and subsidized mechanism, the self-governance of mass organizations has not been paid enough attention and it is the centralized management mechanism that forces organizations, especially formal organizations, to operate according to targets, according to plans and orders of superiors, and the form of community self-governance in residential areas has been eliminated or has been stateized or administrativeized.

Since the country entered the reform process, the socialist-oriented market mechanism has created favorable conditions for the emergence and affirmation of the position and role of subjects, social organizations, especially non-governmental organizations. In the community there is an urgent need to restore forms of self-governance. Besides, in the renovation process of building a socialist rule of law state, on the one hand, the state has more clearly defined its position and function; on the other hand, it is the socio-economic development that promotes democracy, especially grassroots democracy that has opened up many spaces, allowing citizens to take care of themselves, their families, and their communities in residential area. The form of self-governance has been restored and developed in many areas such as production and business, public order and safety, drug prevention, prostitution, HIV, hunger eradication and poverty alleviation, environmental preservation, protection and development of national cultural development. Thus, in the current context, the state will manage villages and hamlets in the direction of recognizing the self-governance of villages and hamlets, and using village conventions - an institution in the self-governing life of villages and hamlets as an effective support tool for the state management process. 

Village conventions emerging from the feudal period, through the period of reforming of the French colonialists, have proven their role in the management policy of the state in villages and hamlets. Today, when village conventions are restored, their role in state management in the villages is once again clearly demonstrated in practice. Village conventions are a tool for people to exercise their ownership at the grassroots level, helping to harmonize the relationship between the state and the villages; concretize many provisions of the law, guidelines and policies of the state for them to easily enter people's lives. Village conventions contribute to resolving conflicts and disputes arising within the community, creating necessary socio-political stability, creating conditions for people to feel secure in doing business and stabilizing their lives. Through village conventions, the self-governing capacity and internal resources of the community are effectively exploited, contributing to reducing the need for state intervention, helping the state streamline the apparatus and save budget in village management. 

In addition to its advantages, village conventions also reveal certain disadvantages and shortcomings. There are many causes, most of which are subjective, including failure to be aware of the position, role and effects of the village conventions, failure to understand the nature of self-governance in villages and hamlets and the democratic and voluntary nature of the village conventions and failure to thoroughly study, consider and resolve theoretical and practical issues of the village conventions as well as its role with village self-governance, in relation to state management. 

Now, if the society has A clear and correct perception of the Party's guiding position in the development and use of new village conventions, and the view of state management in villages and hamlets is in harmony with the self-governance of the community, the principles in formulating and implementing village conventions, synchronously use groups of solutions with the cooperation of the subjects of the population, all levels of government, socio-political organizations at the grassroots level, village conventions will certainly be an extremely effective tool in the overall state management system in the villages in the Northern Delta region of Vietnam today.
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